
SOCIAL MEDIA – POLICY 

Social media technology is now used not only for online communities but also as an 
alternative for 'traditional' communication. For many people, participation in these forms 
of communication technologies is an integral aspect of their lives. 

The Club recognises that social media is a term which encompasses the various 
activities that integrate technology, social interaction, and the construction of words, 
pictures, videos and audio. These activities and the manner in which information is 
presented are dependent upon varied perspectives and the creation of shared meaning 
as people share their stories.  

Participation as an Individual: 
The Club has a particular concern with the immediacy of the media and false sense of 
anonymity often constructed through internet communication, therefore Club members 
must be mindful that: 
• Personal views on the Clubs social network spaces can affect perceptions of their 

views if taken in the wrong context. 
• Personal postings which discuss the Club should include disclosure that the views 

expressed are those of the author and not those of the Club. 
• Tensions between club members may be exacerbated due to the content of a 

posting. 
• Care must be taken not to share unauthorised or confidential information. 
• Web conversations with friends and acquaintances about other members and/or the 

Club may breach the Club Code of Conduct. 
• Inappropriate postings may result in claims of defamation, discrimination, 

harassment and invasion of privacy. In any lawsuit, blogs, postings, e-mails and 
other digital exchanges may be subject to discovery for legal action. 

Obligations of Social Media Users: 
Individual members are obliged to: 
• Be responsible for what they write and disseminate. 
• Respect their audience and other club members. 
• Respect copyright. 
• Not to engage in harassment, bullying, discrimination, defamation or other illegal 

activity. 

Other related Policies or legislation include: 
• SRRC Privacy Policy 
• Privacy Act 
• SRRC Code of Conduct 
• SRRC Harassment and Bullying Policy 

Definitions: 
Club Member - is a person being a registered member of the Swan River Rowing Club. 

Social media - is information technology that includes the transmission of text and 
images by, but not limited to, Facebook, Twitter, Second Life, Wikipedia, LinkedIn, Flickr, 
Urban Dictionary and YouTube. 

Page  of  Version: 1 Edition: 1 Effective: 01/04/20121 2



____________________________________

Page  of  Version: 1 Edition: 1 Effective: 01/04/20122 2


